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THE NUMBER 30
We have decided to make 30 our symbolic M.A.L.Es number.   Why?

vvvvv It is the symbolic age when men often begin to ask mature questions
of themselves, and leave the image of themselves as boys.

vvvvv It is the age when Jesus “made his statement” about life and death.

Practical Implications:

Monthly Day of Prayer

On the 30th of each month, we will join in a conscious prayer day
for other men and solidarity day  with other men around the
world.

Wherever you are as you read this – mark your calendar for June 30 th  – our
first intentional prayer day .  However you choose to spend this day (even if it
is a normal working day) – please make some time in the midst of it for
silence and prayer (whatever form you might let it take).  You might even
schedule some time with other men in your area and share in prayer and
reflection together .

Monthly Day of Reflection

On the 30th of each month, we will examine what we have done for
our brothers, fathers, sons, and other men in the previous month,
and maybe what we could do in the month ahead.

This reflection could be done in the form of journaling, quiet reflection, or
even group reflection (for work being done in geographic areas).  In the next
two months we hope to have a place on the website where M.A.L.Es shares
its reflection and a place where you can share your reflections.

30-30-30 Meetings

We suggest that 30-30-30 might even be a good structure for
starting a men’ s group.  (see enclosed attachment)

BACKGROUND – 30 minutes of sharing “where I am right now”
MIDGROUND – 30 minutes of sharing on the selected theme for the meeting.
FOREGROUND – 30 minutes of what I need to do/change/improve in the
month ahead.
Monthly Donations

$30 is an excellent amount for a regular (monthly , bi-monthly , or
quarterly)  pledge donation to continue the ministry of M.A.L.Es.

While some might be able to give more and some less – we hope that most
can realize the investment they are making (basically $1 per day) by taking
such an action.

Towards the end of summer, you will receive specific information on how you
can start making a monthly pledge.  Please begin praying about it now and if
you are ready to send something now – the address is in the front of your
newsletter .

* We know that you will have many ideas, too, on how to use/work with this
symbolic number .  Please send your ideas to menswork@cacradicalgr ace.org
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Father’ s Day Letter 2005

Dear Brother,

What an exciting year of
development this has been for
M.A.L.Es!  I continue to be
amazed at the interest and
commitment that men like you
make.

Hopefully this newsletter will give
you an idea of what has been, is,
and will be happening through
M.A.L.Es.  What it will not reveal,
however, is all the groundwork
each of you continue to do in your
own geographic and ministerial
area.

Our efforts truly are “grassroots”
and while it may  seem slow at
times, the progress is strong and
solid.  As Richard said last year,
“We are not interested in doing
anything that is ‘flash in the pan,’
but rather seeking and building up
something that will endure for
generations.”

Thank you for being a part of
something that is much bigger than
all of us.

Peace,

Stephen Picha, Director

The relationship between fathers and sons is too deep for words

and touches upon primeval and foundational longing.  A son

wants Dad to give him his male energy, and then he wants to

know that he has something to give back to his father, almost as

an equal.  Why do you think playing catch is such a common

memory for so many men?  He does not just want to be on the

receiving end.  It is the mutual self-giving of father and son that

creates Spirit, which is the basic metaphor for God in much of

John’s Gospel.  Maybe love for our father is the first experience of

power and influence in the life of another, for Mom is apparently

experienced as an extension of “me,” but Dad is the first “other” to

come into my life:  “If I can matter for him and to him, perhaps I

will matter in the larger world!”

Excerpt from Adam’s Return , page 89
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INITIATION
I see men walking wounded:
hairy men, muscular men,
fathers, lovers full of sex,

but dripping with blood,
scarlet sons of pain
cut by grief,
drawn and quartered by failure,
stabbed with jagged fear .

Some wise, bearded father ,
some elder with a masculine embrace
has touched them with his own
red-stained hand,
blessed them with crucified words,
sent them where they did not wish to go,
smeared them with divine musky oil,
named them beloved sons.

They have given up mountain climbing.
They have come down from the great

bluff.
They have descended the shadowed

canyon
by a knotted rope.
When they reach the end,
dangling over mysterious, unknown

ground,
they let their grip slip
and land on soft snow
in the middle of summer .

These men are my brothers.
I thought I had none.
I thought I had suffered the
male anguish alone.

But see:
We are wounded together ,
broken in just the right places,
a company of bleeders,
each of us marked for death,
and we are still walking.

by Michael Coffey , AZ MROP 2005

M.A.L.Es.  - We reclaim the spiritual initiation of men through experiential journeying into the True Self, creating a tr adition for future gener ations.

Men’s Work Coordinator
Great excitement exists as we await the
arrival at the end of June of Mike Bennett
who will serve as our Men’s Work
Coordinator.  Mike has served as one of
our Support Elders since M.A.L.Es began in
2003.  Mike and his wife will be moving from Grand
Island, Nebraska.  Welcome Mike!

Some words from Mike:

“I decided after my initiation experience that I wanted to be
part of any effort to broaden this work of male spirituality
and in particular help spread the “good news” of what it
really means to be a man. It’ s not about perfection or
success but more about doing it wrong and living for others. 
Hopefully I will be able to support men in their spiritual
journeys by developing a network of initiated men who are
trying to live their faith not for themselves but for others.”Third class postage paid at Albuquerque, NM
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men matter : A Quest for the True Self
Over 2,500 men and women have attended the Day of
Teaching connected to Richard’ s new book – Adam’s
Return.

Geographic teams in New York, Minnesota, Texas,
Arizona, Louisiana, and California have worked to make
these events both informative and connective.  Follow-up
plans are happening in each place with one-day events
and small groups being developed/scheduled.

Upcoming sites:

Cheltenham, UK – Monday, Aug. 29
Ireland – Aug. 30-Sept. 3 (stops in Cork, Galway,

Derry, and Dublin)
North Carolina – Duke University – Sat., Nov. 5 th

Chicago, IL – Holy Family/Inverness – Sat., Dec.3rd

Support Elders
Eleven Support Elders traveled
to Albuquerque for their annual
gathering on Jan. 21-23.  The
Support Elders give of their

time to assist with overall logistical
responsibilities for expanding the ministry
of Men As Learners and Elders.

This year’s agenda focused on the
development of a Networking Plan, Communications
Plan, and a Development Plan.

For more info about these men and the work they are
doing – visit:  About Us – Staff at
www.malespirituality .org

The Wild Man’ s Journey
Exciting news about Richard’s classic book
The Wild Man’ s Journey!  Richard has done
a revision of the book which tightens,
deletes, and adds new chapters.  The
revision contains twenty-five chapters - each an ideal
length for small group use/reflection.

St. Anthony Messenger is scheduled to release the
revision towards the end of summer (in
time for the Teaching Tour in the UK and
Ireland).  You will be notified when the
new book is ready.

Resources
Remember that there are many

resources available to you for your continuing transformation.

Adam’s Return:  The Five Promises of Male Initiation
continues to be a strong seller and is now available in several
languages (German, Czech, Slovakian, Hungarian).  Crossroad
Publisher recently let us know that the book received Second
Place with the Catholic P ress Association.

Beloved Sons I:  Masculine Spirituality  and
Beloved Sons II:  Why Males Need Initiation  are
now available on DVD, an excellent format to
use with small groups.  These and other
resources can be purchased on the on-line
bookstore at www.cacr adicalgr ace.org  or by
calling (505) 247-1636.

Networking
Concentration on the geographic MROPs and
the Men Matter events has limited the time
to implement the Networking Plan.  With the
arrival of a Men’ s Work Coordinator, the plan
is to move this important aspect of M.A.L.Es
to the front burner .

Phase I will allow men in different ministries/
areas of masculine spirituality to connect and
share ideas about what they are doing.  Mark

Daily, a Support Elder in Colorado, has developed a special
website for this type of dialogue and it should be ready for use
at the beginning of July .

Phase II will include the publication of different one-day and
week-end retreats/days of formation that can be used in
geographic areas to introduce and nurture men in the area of
masculine spirituality .

Men’s Rites of Passage
Two geographic MROP’s have already occurred this year.
68 men were initiated in Oracle, AZ, in April and another 70
men were initiated in Caldera, Oregon, in May .

Two more domestic and one international MROPs for 2005 are:

August 3-7 – Sandstone, Minnesota
    (approx 1.5 hrs. north of Twin Cities)

September 12-16 – Czech Republic

October 19-23 – Julian, California
(approx 1 hr northeast of San Diego)

Limited Spaces still available –
download an application at
www.malespirituality .org

International
Much development with the men’ s work is occurring
internationally , too.

Development includes: additional translations of
Richard’s works, MROPs and other conferences/
retreats, the creation of Core Teams, and other
networking components.

Areas include: Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Canada,
Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary,
Ireland, Mexico, Slovakia, Switzerland,
South Africa, and
the United
Kingdom.

Stay
Connected

So as to best stay informed about
developments through M.A.L.Es – please
make sure that we have your current

contact information.  For any updates to your
address, phone, and/or email, please

email menswork@cacradicalgr ace.org
or call (505) 242-9588.

our website,
www.malespirituality .org
is also an incredible resource
for staying connected.

Mike Bennett

MROP Oracle, AZ, April 6-10 2005

Men Matter in
Santa Monica, CA


